
 Spring has arrived with longer days 
and bluer skies, bringing a renewed 
sense of enthusiasm and energy – just in 
time for the busy months ahead.   

Congratulations and thank you to 
Financial Secretary Marie DiMatties and 
her committee for a well-run and 
enjoyable fundraiser for Headquarters 
Foundation Fund.  The Author 
Luncheon, An Afternoon in Giverny, was 
held at the Somerville Elks on February 
20th.  Thank you to everyone who 
attended and made the day a success!  

On Saturday, March 7, the State 
Spelling Bee was held at NJSFWC 
Headquarters.  Twenty-one 4th and 5th 
grade students competed and, after 26 
rounds, the top three spellers were 
determined.  They are: 1st Place Allison 
Guo, sponsored by Summit Junior 
Fortnightly Club, 2nd Place Anagha 
Ramesh, sponsored by Boys Charity 
Group, and 3rd Place Charlotte 
McLaughlin, sponsored by Junior 
Woman’s Club of Westfield.   The 
students were awarded a $100, $75 and 
$50 VISA gift card, respectively.  THANK 
You to State Spelling Bee Chairman 
Brandi-Leigh Miller and all of the club 
members across the state who 
volunteered so many hours to make the 
State Bee a reality.   

This is the final ALMANAC article that I 
will write as NJSFWC President.  The 
past 2 years just flew by!   It has been a 
privilege to serve as your President.  It 
has been a wonderful experience that I 
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will always cherish.  The best part has 
been the time spent with fellow club 
members, who have never failed to 
amaze me with their enthusiasm and 
commitment to their communities!  My 
only regret is that I wasn’t able to 
accept every invitation received.   

Another group of amazing people, 
that I am fortunate to have worked 
with, is the 2018-2020 NJSFWC Board of 
Directors.  These dedicated women 
always lifted me up and made it seem 
that anything was possible.  They made 
me proud of this administration and 
proud to call them friends!    

But wait!  It’s not over yet!  Spring 
Conferences and Achievement Days 
have only just begun!  President-elect 
Jan Hanson and I are looking forward to 
seeing you when we visit your district. 

Our final celebration will be at the 
126th Annual Convention May 4-6.  
Please join me in “Celebrating the Stars 
of a Shining Future”. We’ll document 
the accomplishments of the past year, 
conduct the business of our Federation 
and welcome the next administration. 
Have you sent in your registration for 
the 126th Annual Convention yet?  The 
deadline is just a week away!   

As always, thank you for being a part 
of A Proud Legacy ~ A Shining Future.   

 

   In Federation Friendship, 
   

      Mary 

 

55 Labor Center Way, New Brunswick, NJ  08901 
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NJSFWC PRESIDENT-ELECT              Jan W. Hanson 
  

The NJSFWC Leadership, Education and Development Seminar (LEADS) candidate to the 2020 GFWC 
Convention will be Marta Cirilli-Kuebler from the Woman’s Club of Belleville.  She is the current Co-President, and has 
been the club’s Tricky Tray co-chairman, new member recruiter, Community Outreach and Projects Chairman and the 
Technology/Social Media Chairman.  As our LEAD’s candidate she will attend the all-day seminar in Atlanta, GA.   

 
The GFWC Leadership, Education, And Development Seminar identifies GFWC members at the local level who 

have the potential and desire to assume leadership positions in their State Federations and/or GFWC on the national 
level. Participation in GFWC LEADS can help up-and-coming leaders gain the capabilities, confidence, and commitment 
necessary to pursue and achieve higher offices and serve with distinction.  LEADS applications are due January 1st of 
each year. 
                
 

NJSFWC SECOND VICE PRESIDENT            Shirley A. Holly 
 

We are already a few months into the next club reporting year.  Continue to provide specific details so that when 
report writing comes next January, you don’t have to call the chairman of a specific project to ask the who, what, when, 
where or how questions.  Think about what impact did the project have on your community?   

 

NJSFWC Chairmen reported that many reports were sent in with zeros in every column.  Everything you do for 
club involves time.  Even if you are just writing a check to the First Aid Squad.  It had to be discussed at a meeting, voted 
on, check written and mailed, letter with the check or phone call explaining the check – who it’s from and why.  All of this 
involves time.  There should never be a dollar amount listed with no hours.  Continue to ask chairmen in charge of specific 
projects to keep track of the hours for every person on their committee.  Remind everyone that whether they made a 
phone call, wrote letters, posted on social media, or walked door to door soliciting, all of that time counts and really adds 
up when totaled together.   

 

Clubs have emailed/called wanting the Project Worksheet online.  The worksheet is included in this ALMANAC 
and is also available on the NJSFWC.org website under report writing.  Any questions about report writing, please email 
me at holly@njsfwc.org. 
                
 

NJSFWC THIRD VICE PRESIDENT                  Barbara McCloskey 
 

Membership Matters! 
 

Many clubs hold end of year celebrations and/or Installation dinners for new officers and present other awards. 
 

Holding some type of end of year end event for all members is important, and is a great time to congratulate and 
thank everyone for the clubs’ accomplishments. 

 

It also enables everyone to interact and socialize with each other.  Encourage all members to attend, as clubs 
sometimes spend so much time with business only at meetings, they do not leave enough time to socialize.  Some club 
members become lifelong friends after spending time together, away from meetings. 

 

Consider token awards for members who might have chaired a large fundraiser or stepped up to work on a new 
project, Rookie of the Year Awards, Perfect Attendance Awards or certificates for members celebrating one, five or ten 
years are also nice ways to recognize a member. 

 

People appreciate being thanked or recognized, and it is not difficult to make or purchase small gifts, such as an 
NJSFWC membership pin or other assorted items that are for sale at Headquarters and on the GFWC website.  

 

Make sure to take photos at your event, and post on Facebook, send to newspapers and other online 
publications.  Consider inviting town officials, the Library Director or other organizations, who may not know much about 
you.  The more people see you having fun, the better chance that they may want to join you!   

 

Remember, membership is a year-round project, so make sure you and your committee are making plans for the 
rest of the year! 
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NJSFWC TREASURER                 Joyce J. Fredericks 
 

 Thank you to all the members who sent this Officer questions over the course of her being Treasurer.  This article 
gives this Officer the opportunity to share them with all who didn’t ask. 
 

 One of the most often questions is “How much money can a club bring forward to the next club year?”  This 
Officer asked an IRS Agent that question and she replied that there are no restrictions put on by the IRS as to the amount 
of money to carryover from year to year.  That is good news!  HOWEVER, there is a TWO-YEAR LIMIT on the use of 
funds raised THROUGH A RAFFLE type fundraiser.  So, if you raised funds this FISCAL YEAR ending June 30, 2020, 
you can choose to hold on to them UNTIL 2022 and then you have to write the check for the purpose the funds were 
raised. 
 

 The other question asked very frequently is “Why can’t we write the check for our scholar recipient directly to 
him/her?” The IRS Agent again stated that A 501C3 CLUB cannot give to an INDIVIDUAL; only an institution.  When 
becoming a 501C3 exempt club, your bylaws dissolution clause had to state that if you ever become dissolved as a club, 
your remaining funds had to be given to a 501C3 exempt organization, such as NJSFWC.  This applies to funds raised 
during a club year as well.  It is the reason a member CANNOT receive a contribution from your club regardless of 
circumstance.  We recognize that a student’s FINANCIAL AID may be diminished by the amount of your Scholarship 
Award, but it still benefits the student overall.   
 

 BLUE SHEETS:  They are due to HQ, NJSFWC by May 1st. Presidents should check with their TREASURER as 
to the members who have paid their dues or intend to pay their dues to ensure that you can meet the club’s dues bill when 
it arrives in late September.  The number of members put on the BLUE SHEET is the amount that you will see on your bill 
and IF YOU DO NOT SUBMIT A BLUE SHEET, your dues will be based on the previous year’s number.  NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  The NJSFWC Budget is based on the number of members counted for NJSFWC and, like your club, has 
to raise the money to cover whatever dues do not come into Federation. 
 

 This Officer wishes to thank the NJSFWC club members for all the kindness they have shown this TREASURER. 
                
 

NJSFWC FINANCIAL SECRETARY                  Marie E. DiMatties 
 
It’s hard to believe this is the last ALMANAC article this Officer will write as Financial Secretary; the past two 

years have just flown by.  This Officer has learned so much about budgets, 990’s, raffle licenses, the ins and outs of 
Federation, etc. Not to mention the wonderful new friends she has made while serving on the Executive Committee. 

 

This Officer is pleased to report the success of the Author Luncheon fundraiser, An Afternoon at Giverny held 
on February 20, 2020.  All was in place within days of the event when this Officer learned the author, Aileen Bordman was 
hospitalized, on bedrest and unable to attend! Fortunately, this Officer was able to secure a DVD created by Aileen, 
Monet’s palate – the perfect blend of art and good tastes. The day was saved! Somerville Elks proved to be the 
perfect setting for a delightful afternoon for the eighty-one registered guests. The room looked beautiful with champagne 
tablecloths, sea foam and pink napkins, teapot centerpieces and lavender in the air. A French-inspired menu included a 
delicious salad, rolls and butter, chicken francaise, string beans almandine, herbed rice and warm apple pie served while 
guests enjoyed the video. A Monet-themed raffle basket, a 50/25/25 raffle and a percentage of the book sales helped 
contribute to the financial success of the afternoon.  Proceeds of the author luncheon benefited the NJSFWC 
Headquarters Foundation Fund. 

 

To quote one of the attendees, “it was the loveliest Author Luncheon without an Author that I have ever attended”.  
                
 

COLLEGE DISTRICT                           Christina Burlew 
 

 Happy Spring!!!  Our members are very busy with fundraisers and programs. 
 

 Branchburg Woman’s Club’s program will be presented by Jodi Jackson, Professional Organizer and Personal 
Assistant. Her topic will be “It’s Time to Get Organized “. 
  

Woman’s Club of Clinton’s program will be presented by Marty Campanelli.  Marty will talk about the History of 
Hunterdon Samplers.   Marty and her artist husband, Dan, published their book “A Sampling of Hunterdon County 
Needlework” in 2013.   
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COLLEGE DISTRICT (continued) 
 

East Brunswick Woman’s Club will have an Arbor Day Plant/Flower Sale Raffle on April 14th.   
  

Flemington Woman’s Club will plant a pinwheel garden and host its annual Scholarship Game Party.  At the 
Little Theater at Hunterdon Central High School, the club will host Jamie Novak, a comedic declutterer. 

  

Franklin Woman’s Club will hold its 27th Annual Tricky Tray on April 3rd at Franklin High School and an Ice 
Cream Social honoring their college scholarship award winners. 

  

On April 3rd, Friday Club members will have a Garage Sale to benefit its Scholarship Fund and they will play 
Bunco on April 17th at the First Presbyterian Church of Hightstown. 

  

Greater Brunswick Area Woman’s Club members will play Bingo with the men at the Ozman Shelter.  Prizes 
will be men’s clothing. 

  

Carol Hontz will talk about the “Days for Girls” program at the Hillsborough Woman’s Club.  
  

Psychic Medium, Jane Dougherty will speak at the Kalmia Club.  She is one of the nation’s leading authorities on 
psychic experiences.  For more than 20 years she has acted as a communication bridge between the living and the 
departed.  

  

Metuchen-Edison Woman’s Club will host a Comedy Night at the VFW Post in Edison on April 18th.  
  

North Brunswick Woman’s Club members will plant a Pinwheel Garden at the Township Municipal Building and 
hold a pound auction at their general meeting. 

  

Suburban Woman’s Club of South Plainfield will be having its annual luncheon fashion show and basket raffle 
on April 26th at the South Plainfield Senior Center.    
                
 

EVENING MEMBERSHIP                    Claire J. Hill 
 

The Haddon Fortnightly EMD will hold flea market April18 and Art Show April 25.  
 

Woman’s Club of Merchantville EMD held the Taste of Pennsauken dinner at the Pennsauken Country Club on 
March 30. Local restaurants are invited to participate by bringing their specialty food. 

 

EMD of Arlington Woman’s Club is very busy. A Brotherhood Luncheon will be hosted at the local Salvation 
Army. The speaker will be the head of the Hudson County CASA, Beverly Savage. The Arlington ladies will enjoy a 
theater party bus trip to NYC to enjoy “Six” on Broadway and lunch in a French restaurant.  Town cleanup will be held 
April 25th. The April meeting will feature a presentation from the Hudson County Office of Emergency Management.  EMD 
is also working on a table presentation with information and activities for children at the May Kearny Community Day to 
End the Stigma.  

 

Woman’s Club of Maplewood EMD will be making Easter Baskets for Interfaith Hospitality Network. They will 
also collect food items for Lady of Sorrows Church at the April meeting. 
                
 

GARDEN DISTRICT                    Patricia J. Dahl 
 

 The members of GFWC Women’s Club of West Deptford are having a project for the 100th Anniversary of the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement. They have teamed up with their high school by having an assembly for Junior and Senior 
students on the history of the Suffrage Movement with a speaker from the Women’s League of Voters and information 
from the Alice Paul Institute. Forms will also be available for the students to register to vote.    
  

Woman’s Club of Woodstown is holding its major fundraiser, a Basket Party. Proceeds from this fundraiser will 
enable them to give scholarships and donations to their local library.  

 
Woman’s Club of Wenonah will hold a plant sale at their yearly yard sale, where they work with their local 

greenhouse who gives them a discount price and only charges for the plants they sell.  
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GARDEN DISTRICT (continued) 
 
GFWC Woman’s Club of Runnemede is having its Annual Flea Market which is planned yearlong and is their 

major fundraiser. It is being held indoors and outdoors as requested. 
 
Woman’s Club of Pitman will be having its Bunco Night where many members of the District attend. They work 

with their VFW, who do the labor while the club members run the evening with prizes and refreshments. 
 
Two fundraisers are being held by Woman’s Club of Penn Grove/Carneys Point.  They are having a Vendor 

Fair where they invite an assortment of vendors and are co-sponsoring a Tea with their local Historical Society where they 
serve refreshments. 

 
GFWC Woman's League of Mount Holly and The Haddon Fortnightly are putting together Easter Baskets for 

local children. One donates to their Pinelands Family Success Center and the other to the Cherry Hill Food Bank, 
respectively.   

 
Woman’s Club Merchantville is having a bus trip to New York City to see Mrs. Doubtfire and lunch is included; 

while Ex-Presidents Club of the Garden District is having Chair Yoga at their annual luncheon.  
 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, and Woman’s Club of Edgewater Park is having 12 Pinwheel Gardens 

set up around their township. 

                
 
HIGHLANDS DISTRICT                        Judy Filippini 

 
Spring has sprung in the Highlands!  The clubwomen are preparing their entries for our Spring 

Conference/Achievement Day on April 8 at Zeris Inn, Mountain Lakes. Over the past few months the clubs have donated 
dozens and dozens of cookies and candy to needy families, nursing homes and veterans. 

 
Pinwheel Gardens are sprouting in the Highlands in recognition of Child Abuse Prevention month for April. 
 
Hopatcong Woman’s Club is holding a Fashion Show on Sunday April 26. The show will be held at Mansion, 

Mountain Lakes, from 2:00 – 6:00 PM.   All proceeds will support scholarships and charities in their area. 
 
Woman’s Club of Parsippany-Troy Hills is recognizing the local library on Library Workers Day by providing 

snacks and drinks to all the workers and volunteers. 

                
 
LIBERTY DISTRICT                 Jane Mackesy 
 

The clubs of the Liberty District are winding down their club years while continuing to raise money for charities 
and serving their communities.  

  
Woman’s Club of Allwood members will learn CPR and will have their LAST Bunco Charity fund raiser in April.  
 
Woman’s Club of Arlington is putting the finishing touches on their author's event featuring Fiona Davis author 

of “The Chelsea Girls”, to be held on April 26th. 
 
 Junior Woman’s Club of Arlington will be participating in the Kearny Town and River Clean up on 4/25, and 

supporting a local Food Pantry.   
 
Arlington Juniorettes will have a theater night to see the Addams Family as a group at Kearny High School. 

Two members are in the cast. At the April meeting they will have an autism awareness program and will learn how to 
create a sensory friendly area and art projects for their kickoff to summer reading day at the public library. 
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LIBERTY DISTRICT (continued) 
 

The Woman’s Club of Belleville will be having its annual Tricky Tray on Thursday, April 16. Also, The Woman's 
Club of Belleville is excited and proud that Co-President, Marta Kuebler has been selected to be the LEADS 
representative from New Jersey! 

 
The Women’s Club of Caldwell will host a speaker from the Environmental Commission on April 17th.  On April 

19th at 2PM they will be attending Titanic at the Alexander Kasser Theater on the campus of Montclair State University.  
Tickets are available. 

 
Roseland Junior Woman’s Club will be helping to hide 2,000 plastic filled eggs for an Easter Egg Hunt. 

                
 
PALISADES DISTRICT                          Marie Sullivan 
 

The Palisades District is getting ready for Spring and NJSFWC Convention! 
 
Congratulations to Greater Pascack Valley Woman’s Club on their 30-year Anniversary and to Woman’s Club 

of Maywood for 65 years of Service to their Community and Federation. Continued success to all our clubs. 
 
Paskack Junior Woman’s Club is having a Brunch with Bunny event on April 11 and will continue into May with 

a Mother’s Day Dance on May 8. The Mother’s Day Dance will have Mothers bringing their young sons and daughters to 
celebrate motherhood. It will essentially be a prom with Craft Projects, Music, Dancing and Yummy Food! 

 
Junior Woman’s Club of Hasbrouck Heights loves April because it is Arbor Day and they have a program for 

4th Grade Foresters to plant seedlings. The club members visit two elementary schools and give out over 100 seedlings 
and give a quick lesson on Arbor Day and why it is so important. The club continues into May with more help for the 
environment by inviting young children to learn about the importance of ladybugs and the great things they do for gardens. 
Children may purchase live ladybugs to be released and there are refreshments and crafts celebrating Earth Day. They 
finish up June by awarding scholarships to graduating seniors that live in Hasbrouck Heights and sending three High 
School Juniors to GCI. 

 
Junior Woman’s Club of River Edge will host its annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 4th in River Edge. The children 

can enjoy a free egg hunt with chocolate foil wrapped Easter eggs, a visit with the Easter Bunny, a DJ, a gift from the 
bunny, and a craft. They will also be selling hot dogs and baked goods. Then in May club members host a Shelter Meal 
for Family Promise. A $1000 scholarship to a high school senior from each of the towns of River Edge, Oradell and New 
Milford is awarded.  A special congratulations to River Edge Juniors Co-President Shannon Lynch who just completed 
the certification training as an Advocate for the CASA program. 

 
Junior Woman’s Club of Harrington Park has its annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 4th where they invite the 

entire town to participate on Memorial Day, they host “Music in the Park” for a real community get together. June is always 
exciting as the annual “Kindergarten Roundup” occurs! The club invites all children going into kindergarten in September, 
to come on out and meet each other. Another great welcoming event. The club finishes the year strong by giving out 
scholarships for High School seniors. 

 
Woman’s Club of Rutherford will be hosting a Pocketbook Bingo on May 1. June has them planning for an 

always popular Bunco Night the first Friday of June and of course there are scholarships awarded to high school Seniors. 
 
Woman’s Club of Ridgefield Park will host a Tricky Tray on April 22nd.   This event sells out fast, so get your 

tickets early!  
 
Since New Milford Woman’s Club was so successful with its Bingo/Tricky Tray last year, they will host another 

one on Friday, April 24 at New Milford High School. 
 
Woman’s Club of Dumont will host its own Tricky Tray Luncheon on April 30th.  
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PALISADES DISTRCIT (continued) 
 
A little twist, Greater Pascack Valley Woman’s Club will have a Tricky Tray during its Military Bridge. It is sure to 

be a fun event on April 21 at the Montvale Senior Center 
 
Woman’s Club of Carlstadt will be hosting a Vendor Night in April. They will rent tables to members and 

vendors, have a 50/50, and a scratch off raffle. 
 
Woman’s Club of Paramus will be making 40 baskets again this year for the children in the Center for Hope and 

Safety shelter. The members also will participate in the town’s Earth Day festivities on April 27. Children will do a craft with 
members teaching lessons on Earth Day and what it means. Members take this time to speak to women in the community 
about the benefits of membership to the club. The Scholarship Awards process has begun and Paramus is looking 
forward to giving away another 10 scholarships this year. 

 
Woman’s Club of Lyndhurst will host a Game Night on April 1st and in May will hold trips to the casinos. 
 
Hope to see you all on April 17th for Palisades District Spring Conference and at NJSFWC Convention May 4-6.  

                
 

RAMAPO DISTRICT                      Barbara A. Cook 
 

It’s hard to believe that the term 2018-2020 is coming to an end. It has been a pleasure being DVP.  This is what 
the Ramapo clubs are planning for the rest of the term. 

 
Riverdale Woman’s Club will have a Brown Bag Auction April 8th and their major fundraiser on April 25th where 

one can scrapbook all day long.  The club provides meals to the scrapbookers.  
 
Saddle Brook Woman’s Club will be hosting a beefsteak and tricky tray as a fundraiser.   
 
Contemporary Club of Ho-Ho-Kus will be hosting a Family Easter Egg Hunt along with crafts. 
 
Pompton Lakes Woman’s Club will have a President’s Tea and also hold a baby shower for CUMAC in April.  

The club’s birthday dinner will be held at a restaurant in May. A Roman Mother’s breakfast at a member’s home 
sponsored by the Culinary department will be held in May and a Southern Ladies’ picnic in June 

 
Pines Lake Woman’s Club will have its annual dinner and installation at the Villa Verde restaurant.  The 

members will assist the judges at Ramapo’s Achievement Day. They will display awards and ribbons the club has won in 
May.   

 

Woman’s Club of Ramsey will assist at the annual Ramsey Day. 
 
Woman’s Club of West Milford Township will hold its annual International Dinner Night and host a Victorian 

Tea in April.  June will be their Ice Cream Social with awards and donations being distributed. 
 
Woman’s Club of Upper Saddle River will hold its annual Baby Shower on June 19th to benefit Children’s Aid 

and Family Services Basic Baby Program, along with Shelter Our Sisters.   Every month they collect food and Birthday 
Bags for the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation.   

 
Woman’s Club of Ridgewood will be holding a tennis fundraiser. 
 
Junior Woman’s Club of Ramsey will take part in the Memorial Day Wreath presentation along with taking part 

in the town-wide garage sale in May.  They will hold a fundraiser and toy drive to Tackle Kid Cancer.   
 

Suburban Woman’s Club of Pompton Plains will have members making spring gifts for patients at Chilton 
Collins Pavilion.  They will have an Easter Bonnet parade at their general meeting.  On May 13th they will do a “Coffee &” 
where members make sure that members who do not drive will get a ride to the function so they can chat with other 
members. 
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SHORE DISTRICT                Gwendolyn M. Lewis 
 

The Lady Diamonds are busy this month working on various club projects. They are challenging themselves and 
creating their projects for Achievement Day. The ladies are filled with enthusiasm and selecting wardrobes for their 
attendance at Spring Conference and New Jersey State Federation of Women's Clubs State Convention 2020. 

   
The Woman’s Club of Asbury Park will be holding its annual Italian buffet and gift auction fundraiser on May 

2nd at their clubhouse. 
   
Belmar Woman’s Club celebrated Women's History Month at their meeting.  A Belmar Historical Society 

member spoke about Women's Suffrage. The club ladies are working on their annual flower show and gift auction which 
will be held in June. 

 
Woman’s Club of Brielle members are having a Cookie Bake, making cookie trays to deliver to all local nursing 

homes. Their Public Issues Committee will be making Bucket Baskets for Easter for Valentine House, a home for abused 
women and children. Their evening committee is growing and involved with all the club projects. 

   
Jersey Shore Woman’s Club will be holding its Annual Fashion Show and Luncheon on April 4th. 
   
Woman’s Club of Lacey will hold a Bunco Night as its Scholarship Fundraiser on May 1st.   
   
Woman’s Club of Little Silver is holding a 50/50 raffle to support Canine Companions for Independence. To 

encourage fellowship among their members they will hold a social meeting at Starbucks. They will also have a Lunch and 
Spring Play get together. 

   
Woman’s Club of Matawan is holding its largest Fundraiser "Fashion Show and Basket Auction” in April. 
   
Woman’s Club of Middletown had a successful fundraiser for the NJSFWC International Exchange Scholarship. 

The club ladies are baking for the cookie project for the Visiting Nurses Association "Shut Ins". 
   
Past Presidents’ Club - Shore District celebrated its 100th Birthday. 
 
Woman’s Club of Spring Lake members held a "Game Night" hosted by the Evening Division at the Sunrise 

Assisted Living.  The club’s May Luncheon will be held to award Scholarships to high school seniors and mature women 
returning to college. The club will host a trip to Monmouth Race track in June. 

   
At the Stafford Township Woman’s Club’s April meeting they will have a speaker from Atlantic Care. Her topic 

will be: "Nutrition Buzz Words". The club will host a "Tea Fundraiser" in May. 
   
To All My Shore District Lady Diamonds, it has been a wonderful Two Year Journey. I continue to be in awe of 

your kindness, support and willingness to step up and step out to serve your communities. As one Federated woman to 
another, I am honored to have been a part of this Journey.  Blessings to your future Club Endeavors. 

                
 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT                  Mary Ellen Cropper 
 

Spring is in the air and the Super Southern District is leaping into spring with numerous projects and events.  
Spring Conference and Achievement Day is a day for the clubs and individual members to exhibit all their 2019 
accomplishments by entering their Arts Creative and Conservation contest items! The Day will be co-hosted by Colony 
Club of Ocean City and Woman’s Club of Absecon.  

 
Woman’s Club of Absecon is hosting the annual Arts and Craft Show for the Absecon Community School 

Children, Grades K-8.  Local artists and retired art teachers will be judging the entries. Meanwhile they are purchasing Dr. 
Seuss books to donate to their local schools. In May, the ladies will be celebrating outgoing and incoming officers at the 
installation dinner meeting and marching in the town’s Memorial Day Parade. 
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT (continued) 
 

Women’s Community Club of Cape May members are also planning their Spring Luncheon and installation in 
May and working on their annual picnic while gearing up to be ready to judge the baby parade. 

 
Colony Club of Ocean City is hosting a fundraiser at a local restaurant and collecting diapers for Caring for Kids. 

They are preparing for the Ocean City Block Party. 
 
Millville Woman’s Club has a busy month planned starting with a Victorian tea, and a Spring Fling Game Day - 

all at their clubhouse.  They will be attending NJSFWC Convention and will host the GCI reception. 
 
The Woman’s Club of Vinelands’ annual “Dolly and Me Tea” for young ladies and their adult guests, and the 

monthly Card Party will be held at their clubhouse. They are hosting a Painting Party as a fundraiser. The May Blossom 
Tea includes a memorial to members lost during the year. June is busy with a summer salad supper and book club 
luncheon to end the year. 

                
 
THE ARTS/CREATIVE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM               Gail Kovacs-Felici 
 

!!! UPDATE !!! 
 
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy signed into law bills A3101/S247 on the last day of the 2019 legislative 

session.  After the signing he stated “Today I am pleased to sign A3101/S247, which increases the statutory dedication for 
arts and cultural projects, historical heritage programs, and tourism advertisement and promotion from hotel and motel 
occupancy fees collected by the state”. He added that “The statutory dedication funds grants to arts organizations, 
projects, and artists throughout the state, as well as grants to museums, historical societies, and historic sites and grants 
for research and publications on New Jersey history”.   

 
A project that could be planned now for participation in October’s Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention 

Month (the GFWC Signature Program) would be to paint and decorate flower pots in purple. Plant the pots with purple 
Chrysanthemums or Asters.  Don’t neglect to include a placard using your club’s logo and information and a purple 
awareness ribbon. Deliver these “Awareness Beauties” all over town: borough/city hall, library, police department, doctor’s 
offices, law office, banks, etc.  This is a great Done-In-One project that would encompass three community service 
programs: arts creative, public issues and domestic violence awareness and prevention! 

                
   
THE ARTS/PERFORMING COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM       Debbie Edwards  
 

In April, the Woman’s Club of Carlstadt’s hostess committee used the theme, “Easter Parade”. They dressed as 
the Easter Bunny, a Chick and an Egg. The members came in Easter bonnets and prizes were awarded after the parade. 
They all did the Chicken Dance after the parade. A great time was had by all. A fun time at a meeting! 

 
The Haddon Fortnightly EMD has a monthly activity that members and friends enjoy. It’s a trip to the movies! 

Afterwards they share a meal or coffee and dessert and discuss the movie.  
 
Greater Pascack Valley Woman’s Club recites the Collect and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 

States of America and sing a Patriotic Song at every meeting. Then they sing “Happy Birthday” to all the Birthday girls that 
month! In December they entertain at a nursing home and afterwards they visit with the residents and bring them all a 
small gift. 

 
These are great ideas and can be adapted for other holidays as well! Use your imaginations and have fun! 

                



 

ALMANAC April 2020                 Page 10 

 
CONSERVATION COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM                      Bonnie Dann  
 

Despite being one of the smaller and more densely populated states, New Jersey contains a large territory of 
forest land with unique natural value, interspersed with towns and farms. The New Jersey Pine Barrens is in fact the 
largest remaining example of an ecosystem known as the Atlantic Coastal Pine Barrens. It is an area to be treasured by 
residents of the state. 

 
Most of southern New Jersey’s outer coastal plain lies within the Pine Barrens. The area is characterized by 

sandy, acidic, nutrient-poor soil. Underneath it lies the Kirkwood-Cohansey aquifer, holding 17 trillion gallons of water, one 
of the purest sources of fresh water in the country. It is traversed by numerous streams and rivers, many of which are 
favored by canoeists and kayakers. 

 
The signature tree of the Pine Barrens is pitch pine, which maintains an ecological advantage because of its 

resistance to the wildfires that frequent the region. Some pines, known as pygmy pine, display stunted growth. The other 
prevalent species of the upland forest is oak, while Atlantic white cedar is found in swamps along the waterways. The 
understory contains shrubs such as mountain laurel, heather, and sweet-fern.  

 
The Barrens is home to many rare plants, including various orchids (such as pink lady’s slipper), pitcher plants, 

Pine Barrens gentian, bog asphodel, broom crowberry, and swamp pink. There are also many species of mammals, fish, 
amphibians, reptiles and birds, of which 36 animal species are threatened or endangered. Blueberries and cranberries are 
well-known agricultural products of the region. 

 
To protect the Pine Barrens from overdevelopment, Congress created the Pinelands National Reserve in 1978. It 

consists of 1.1 million acres covering parts of seven counties.  This legislation was followed by the state Pinelands 
Preservation Act in 1979. The Pinelands is also recognized by the United Nations as an International Biosphere Reserve. 
Land use and development in most of the Pinelands Reserve is regulated by the state Pinelands Commission.  Contact 
your local Agriculture Center and ask for a speaker on the Pinelands Reserve and educate your club on the importance of 
this protected area.  Invite the public and have club brochures available – you may just get a new member or two! 

                
 
EDUCATION COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM                  Ann Ribinsky Brown  
 

In 2019, NJSFWC clubs reported 1,323 projects, 32,914 volunteer hours, donated $291,784 and an additional 
$72,792 in-kind donations to Education initiatives.  Of the money donated, $251,818 went directly to student scholarships.  
What an incredible contribution the members of NJSFWC have made to their communities! 

                
 
HOME LIFE COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM             Susan A. Chambers  
 

April is Parkinson’s Awareness Month.  According to the Michael J. Fox Foundation, Parkinson’s Disease 
happens “when brain cells that make dopamine, a chemical that coordinates movement, stop working or die.  Because PD 
can cause tremor, slowness, stiffness, and walking and balance problems, it is called a ‘movement disorder’.”  PD affects 
close to one million Americans and more than six million people worldwide.  While the cause is unclear, many scientists 
believe there is a genetic and/or environmental connection. Currently there is no cure, but there are treatments that can 
ease symptoms so that patients can have good quality of life. 

 
For more information on Parkinson’s Disease, its symptoms, treatments and how you can help, contact the 

Parkinson’s Foundation at www.parkinson.org or call their helpline at 1-800-473-4636 or the Michael J. Fox Foundation at 
www.michaeljfox.org.  Both sites explain how you and your club can take action by participating in research studies, 
legislative initiatives, and supporting individual “movers”. 

                

about:blank
about:blank
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM             Karen Manneback  
 

Mephisobeth in Ghana 
 

Mephibosheth in Ghana is a school with the goal of teaching physically and mentally challenged children to 
become productive members of society.  Their mission is to provide an education for children with disabilities in Ghana, 
West Africa. 

 
The combination of Pastor Jehu, with his passion for intellectual and manual development, and Andrea Linder 

Jehu-Appiah who was born and raised in New Jersey and whose passion is children with disabilities, were inspired to 
establish the Mephibosheth Training Center, a school for the physically and mentally challenged in Apam, Ghana. The 
students are of school age, but could not attend a government school because of their disabilities.  Currently they have 
classes for students in kindergarten, primary school (class 1 through 6), and junior secondary school.  The program 
includes developing day students, which are a part of the school's reverse integration program. They have had several 
students who have graduated from this program and mainstreamed into local government schools to attend their 
secondary school classes.   

 
You can make a donation to Mephibosheth in Ghana and earmark the donation as: general donation, specific 

cause (school supplies, food and dormitory supplies, transportation), or even sign up to sponsor a child's tuition ($30 per 
month).  You can send a check or money order donation to the following address: 

Mephibosheth in Ghana 
151 Beverly Hill Road 

Clifton, NJ 07012 
 

For more information please go to:  www.mephiboshethinghana.org. 

                
 
PUBLIC ISSUES COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM                  Lisa Levin 
 

Memorial Day will be here soon.   This is a day of remembrance and honoring the military who died while serving 
in the United States Armed Forces.   Perhaps your club members could get together as a group to place flags on the 
graves of fallen soldiers at a national or local cemetery.  Contact your local township to inquire about your club walking in 
the Memorial Day Parade with flags, to honor the fallen heroes.  Some clubs have their own club banner.  This would be 
an opportunity to hold the banner as you participate in the township Memorial Day Parade.  Please check with your town 
for details. 

                
 
ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN                                   Jean Battaglia 
 

There is still time to add happiness to someone’s Mother’s Day.  Many clubs make up gift bags for mothers in 
shelters or mothers who are spending the day in the hospital with a sick child.  For a new idea, adapt what the GFWC 
Greenville Woman’s Club (TN) did.  They collected and recycled slightly used jewelry, packaging each piece, and 
donating them to a local safe house and called the project “Gems for Mom”.  It provided children something to give their 
moms.  You might contact local shelters or other area programs serving moms and children.  Cards that children could 
sign or a message of encouragement from your club would be an added touch. 

 
Would your club members want a way to help at infant care and parenting classes or at a toddler story time 

without being the person to teach or read?  Family outreach and resource centers or libraries in your area may want other 
kinds of help.  The members of the GFWC Woman’s League of Mount Holly offered a week’s worth of diapers and wipes 
to parents attending programs at the Generations Family Success Center, a resource location for at risk families in the 
Mount Holly area.  This was an added incentive for busy stressed parents to attend these sessions.  You could also 
consider bringing refreshments as a way to encourage parents to stay and to socialize.  
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BYLAWS                        Carol Swinburne  
 

All Delegates to NJSFWC Convention are asked to please bring a copy of the Proposed Amendments to the 
NJSFWC Bylaws with you to convention in May.  We will be voting for their approval at one of the business sessions. 

  
The bylaws of any organization are similar to a legal corporate document and are the formally adopted rules of 

procedure of governance for the organization.  They define the organization, its primary characteristics, how it functions, 
and cannot be changed except “by a two-thirds vote of the voting body present and voting at the Convention”.  The 
bylaws, in order to remain relevant, should be reviewed each year and changed as necessary.  Article XVII of the 
NJSFWC Bylaws describes the procedure to be followed to amend the bylaws. 

  
The amendments have been proposed by the Bylaws Committee and the NJSFWC Board of Directors.  After 

receiving the CALL to Convention, please review the Proposed Amendments to the NJSFWC Bylaws and discuss them 
with your club members in order to be ready to vote. The Bylaws of the Federation, in their entirety, can be found in the 
NJSFWC Yearbook 2019-2020 beginning on page 211.   

                
 
COMMUNICATIONS           Tammy Levinson 
 

Reports are now a distant memory; however, this Chairman has a few extra tips/requests after reading over 100 
club reports.  First and foremost, please try to always include a narrative with each report.  Numbers are numbers – use 
words to “communicate” a clearer message.  It truly helps each chairman as they review hours and dollars…a short 
explanation goes a long way! 

 
This Chairman encourages clubs to:  

1. Network and Partner more  
a. There are plenty of community and school groups for you to partner, network, and support.  

These groups become a recruiting pool for new members, as well as new people to support club 
initiatives and fundraisers! 

 
2. Press Release/ Information Share 

a. Your club work is amazing!  Get it out for our clubs and the world to see!  Write a release for 
everything you do!  Once your successful event or initiative is complete remember to share and 
brag with NJSFWC & GFWC (you will be published further!)! 

 
3. Social Media & Websites 

a. Like it or not – technology is here to stay!  More and more people are learning how to use and 
become comfortable with it (phones, tablets, laptops, desktops, applications: twitter, Instagram, 
Facebook). 

b. Basic website/social media set up help is available to you – just reach out to us! 
 
4. Newsletters 

a. Start simple – make your minutes in a different format and share with club members and area 
places!  People will know who you are and what you do!  Documenting what you have done and 
plan to do! 

 
Communications is the central nervous system of your club.  Everything is communicated either verbally or 

written, personally or technologically!  Don’t miss out – use all the free tools that are at your fingertips!  Follow your A, B, 
C’s of communicating and have fun!  
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CONVENTION                        Ora M. Kokol 
 

Here are “The Wednesday Happenings” - you will need to rise early to get ready for a full day! 
 
The first thing is - we are offering you a choice of four Workshops, each beginning at 8:00 a.m. and concluding at 

9:30 a.m. The topics are very varied – and each one is being presented by members of our State Board.  A full description 
of these workshops was included in your Call to Convention. 

 
Our closing business session will begin at 9:45 a.m.  The doors will close promptly at 9:45 a.m. for the In 

Memoriam ceremony.  This special ceremony recognizes former State Board members who have passed away during 
this past year. 

 
The next “happening” is hearing from a representative of the organization that the clubs selected to be the 2020-

2022 administration’s Special State Project. We will learn what and how our clubs are able to support them. 
 
The “Special Happenings” we all look forward to each year is hearing what “Stars” are being honored by having 

their name placed on the Honor Roll, and/or the Order of the Lily. 
 
So after hearing all the “Happenings” about the Convention – you do not want to miss attending – even if it is just 

for one day! Now those dates are - May 4-5-6th at the Golden Nugget ~ Atlantic City. Your Convention Committee “Stars” 
will be there to welcome you to the “Celebrating the Stars of A Shining Future” 2020 Convention! 
                
 

CREDENTIALS AND REGISTRATION                 Rosemarie Saviello  
 

This Chairman is confident that all registration and meal request forms have been mailed by March 30, 2020. Any 
registration forms mailed with a postmark of March 31 –April 7th must pay the additional late fee of $10. No reservation will 
be accepted if it is postmarked after April 7th. 

 
During Convention, on-site registration is $20 for one day, $40 for two days or more. Payment must be either 

cash or club check. Please remember that if you register on-site at Convention, no meal reservations can be made. There 
will be a bulletin board by the registration tables with meal tickets of those who made a reservation but cannot attend. 
Please refer to it if you need a meal ticket. 

 
Registration times at Convention will be Monday and Tuesday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and also 6:00 p.m. – 6:45 

p.m. on both days.  Wednesday morning, registration will be from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
 
All attendees, including delegates, alternates, members, guests and visitors must register when they arrive as 

soon as possible.  
 

Each delegate and alternate must pick up her own credential and meal tickets. Credentials (badges/name tags) 
must be worn at all meetings, programs, workshops and exhibits. 

 
If an alternate delegate needs to become a delegate, this change can only be made by the Credentials and 

Registration Committee at the registration desk. Only delegates are permitted to vote at the Business Sessions. 
Delegates and alternates must be listed on the Voting Registration sheet returned by the Clubs. 

 
In the event of a ballot election for candidates, voting will take place on Tuesday, May 5 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.  

In order to vote, all Delegates must be registered before 10 a.m. on Tuesday.   
 

The Credentials and Registration Committee is prepared to make registration as easy as possible. We are all 
looking forward to seeing you on May 4th, 5th, and 6th. 
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GFWC SIGNATURE PROJECT:                                     Jean L. Revis 
DOMESTICE VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION 
 

Human trafficking is a form of modern slavery that occurs in every state, including New Jersey. The National 
Human Trafficking Hotline works closely with service providers, law enforcement, and other professionals in New Jersey 
to serve victims and survivors of trafficking, respond to human trafficking cases, and share information and resources. 

 
Human trafficking can and does happen to anyone.  The Shelter for Abused Women & Children urges all parents 

to talk with your children about human trafficking the same way you would talk to them about drugs and sex.  Otherwise, 
they may not see it and fall victim to it, thinking that human trafficking only happens in Hollywood-style kidnappings. 

 
These talks should not scare your children, but empower, educate and prepare them to avoid the ploys used by 

traffickers including false promises, fake job offers and fake relationships.  The following are personal safety tips you can 
use with your children or grandchildren.  

 

 Create an open channel of communication that continues as your child grows. Let them know that they 
can talk to you about anything, even if it’s difficult. Teach them not to keep secrets from you. 

 Teach your child about the human body, consent and respect.  Help them understand that sexual abuse 
is never a child’s fault.  

 Teach your child to trust their instincts.  If something feels wrong or seems too good to be true, it probably 
is. Make a secret signal (code word, code text message, hand signal, etc.) they can use to tell you they’re 
in danger. 

 Explain to your teens that most victims of trafficking are not kidnapped by strangers, but exploited while 
they live at home and maintain contact with family and friends. Traffickers are skilled at tricking and 
controlling victims through lies, fake affection, threats, violence and forcing adults and children to preform 
sex acts against their will.  

 Sex traffickers target teenagers from all backgrounds and neighborhoods.  Other teenagers can also 
bring their peers into the sex industry.  Make sure you know your teen’s friends and acquaintances. Know 
your child’s internet, texting and phone history.   

 
These are just a few of the ways you can help safeguard your child from falling prey to trafficking and abuse. For 

more information, go to https://humantraffickinghotline.org/state/new-jersey or call the hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text 
233733. 
                
 

GIRLS’ CAREER INSTITUTE              M. Jill McDonald 
          

Girls’ Career Institute DELEGATE PACKETS were mailed on April 1!  Each club GCI coordinator should 
check with their club Delegate(s) on or about April 10 to be sure she has received the brown envelope with 
fluorescent sticker.  Encourage the student to open the envelope and review the materials as there are forms to complete 
and deadlines to meet.  

 
If she has NOT received the materials, please call or email Director Jill McDonald immediately.  Alternates 

will not receive packets unless and until they are moved to Delegate status. 
 

District Vice Presidents will receive the roster of Delegates and Alternates for their district at the April 14 NJSFWC 
Board Meeting.  This will give the DVPs adequate time to address and mail District Orientation/Reception invitations to 
every Delegate AND Alternate.  Parents or guardians are encouraged to attend. Each District Club President should also 
receive an invitation to the event.  A response (RSVP), either negative or positive, is both polite and expected from each 
person receiving an invitation – please make note of that on the invitation.   

 

In the event a Delegate or Alternate cannot attend an Orientation because of a conflict (Prom, exam, work, 
scheduling conflict etc.) she can be offered the option of attending Orientation in another District. If a girl will attend in 
another District, please advise this Director and the DVP counterpart.  If attending in another District is not an option for a 
particular girl, ENCOURAGE a parent to attend to get the valuable information to be provided at that event.  DELEGATES 
not attending any Orientation will be contacted by the Director to provide the information in an alternative way.  
ALTERNATES who attend Orientation have an enhanced chance of being moved to DELEGATE status when there are 
vacancies. 

about:blank
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GIRLS’ CAREER INSTITUTE (continued) 
 

Director McDonald intends to be at each Orientation Reception.  Other members of the GCI staff, housemothers, 
and in some districts 2019 GCI Delegates will also attend.  Dates are: 
 

Liberty District - Monday, May 11   Shore District - Tuesday, May 12 
College District - Wednesday, May 13  Garden District - Thursday, May 14 
Highlands District - Sunday, May 17  Ramapo District - Monday, May 18 
Southern District - Wednesday, May 20 Palisades District - Thursday, May 21 
 

Thank you to all the clubs who have completed the Girls' Career Institute Delegate/Alternate selection process.  
You did an excellent job of meeting deadlines for reservation funding, selection, and finally turning in the Registration 
Forms promptly.   
 

Another big thank you goes to all the clubs who sent in full or partial scholarship funds to allow a girl from an 
underserved area or with extenuating circumstances where GCI could be a life changing experience to attend.  To those 
clubs and individuals who sent funds or gifts in kind for supplies, snacks, and other expenses that always occur – THANK 
YOU too!   

 

And last, but not least, thank you to the ALMANAC committee who prepared the DELEGATE PACKETS for 
mailing. 
 

If you or your club have snacks, water, juice boxes, supplies, or other items to make GCI the best place to be 
June 1-4, 2020 you can bring/send them to this Director at Convention, your District Orientation, or leave at Headquarters.  
Please mark clearly FOR GCI and your club name. 

 
All Girls’ Career Institute questions or concerns should be addressed directly to the Director at 

mcdonald@njsfwc.org, jillmcdon@aol.com, or 856-234-0253.  Please speak slowly and leave your contact information 
and club name with your message. 
                
 

HISTORIAN              Carol A. Niemiec  
 

This Historian will conclude her look back into our past NJSFWC Presidents with the following interesting bits of 
information. 

 

Dorothy Weinheimer, 32nd president, 1970-72 was from the WC of Rahway and Westfield.  With Headquarters 
now completed, Mrs. Weinheimer chose a new project, the support of the Volunteer Program at the NJ Training School for 
Boys at Skillman.  Clubs donated and fundraised for the dedication of a playground which included 15 picnic tables, 6 
barbecue pits, carpeting for the dorms, books, games, magazines, craft supplies, clothing and monthly birthday cakes.  
Mrs. Weinheimer’s motto was “Help that boy today- to find his way.”  Three State Fall Conferences were again held in 
East Brunswick, Morristown and Smithville and each Conference featured four panels which spoke about environmental 
issues.  At the 1972 Atlantic City Convention, the guest speaker was Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, and the first prayer 
breakfast was held with 300 women in attendance.  In 1971, the Federation received a Commendation from Governor 
Cahill for its help in the passage of the Wetlands Act.  There was also a Legislative Luncheon in Trenton and more than 
600 clubwomen listened to Governor Cahill and eight legislators speak on pending legislation in the State.  

 

Mary Bixby, 33rd President, 1972-74, was from the Ewing WC.  NJSFWC membership in 1974 was now at 
41,242, (6,665 today).  In 1972, the Federation voted to contribute $100,000 to the Arts Center at Douglass College.  
They raised this money with another trading stamp redemption program, Federation trips, interest on Federation 
investments, the Junior and EMD clubs made contributions and the remainder was raised by donations from clubs and 
other individuals.  The highlight of the 79th Convention was the welcoming of the Bergen Pines WC into Federation; all 
members were patients with physical disabilities living at the Bergen Pines Hospital.  The club’s President, was brought to 
Convention in a hospital bed and greeted by both Mrs. Bixby and the GFWC President.  Federation supported Vineland 
Day at the American Institute for Mental Studies and members met there to present a check, with speakers Julie Nixon 
Eisenhower and Pearl S. Buck.  At the 1974 Convention, NJSFWC passed a Resolution on alcohol and highway safety 
and urged the Legislature to reduce the blood alcohol levels for intoxication from .15 to .10, which later became law. 

 

This Historian’s journey ends here and hopes you have found this series on some of our Past State Presidents 
interesting.  If you would like to read more, you might want to purchase the book A Century of Challenge, New Jersey 
State Federations of Women’s Clubs First 100 Years, which is available for sale from Headquarters.      
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ALMANAC April 2020                 Page 16 

 
HONORS               Laura C. Badger 
 

  The 2018-2020 Honors Committee had responsibilities added to its outline and it all came together and was 
accomplished.  Again this year, Thank You to the Clubs and Clubwomen who submitted Women of Achievement 
nominations, Cecilia Gaines Holland Award nominations and recipients to be entered on the Honor Roll and in the Order 
of the Lily.  

  
The four selected Women of Achievement will be honored at the Monday night banquet and Cecilia Gaines 

Holland awardee will be honored at the Tuesday night banquet at the Annual Convention in May. The Honor Roll and 
Order of the Lily ceremony will take place at the Wednesday morning business session. 

 
 A Club or Clubwoman may honor someone who has supported the Club or you by enrolling that woman 

or man in the NJSFWC Honors Book. The process is simple.  Send her or his name and address, and reason for 
honoring her or him together with a check for $15 earmarked “Honors Book” to NJSFWC Headquarters, 55 Labor Center 
Way, New Brunswick, NJ 08901.  A card with a sketch of NJSFWC Headquarters will be sent to the honoree notifying 
them of your gift.  

 
 Memorials for deceased Clubwomen or Club friends to be entered into the Memorials Book are 

appropriate at any time of year.  A letter from a Club or Friend with the person’s name and pertinent information is sent to 
NJSFWC Headquarters, 55 Labor Center Way, New Brunswick, NJ 08901, with a check for $15 earmarked “Memorials 
Book”.  If you wish an acknowledgment be sent to the person’s family, that information should also be included in the 
letter, and an “in Memoriam” card will be sent. 

                
 
LEGISLATION/RESOLUTIONS               Carole B. Speechley  
 
Federation Day Legislative Blitz 
 

Celebrate GFWC's Federation Day, April 24, 2020, by participating in our legislative blitz. Plan to have your club 
members together with family and friends call, email, or write your United States Senators and Representatives on that 
day and urge them to pass Miranda's Law (S. 1787 and H.R. 2793) and the 3D Printed Gun Safety Act (S. 1831 and H.R. 
3265). We also urge you to meet with your members of Congress or their staff during the month of April to advocate for 
these bills. Be sure to reach out early to schedule your meetings. For those who have called, sent messages through the 
Legislative Action Center, or even sent your own message through email, we encourage you to ensure that at least three 
others have done the same. Let's bombard legislators with requests to make our two Grand Initiative bills law.  Visit 
GFWC’s Legislative Action Center to support these bills!   

 
Some Final Thoughts  

 
This administration is coming to an end, both for NJSFWC and GFWC.  GFWC International President Mary Ellen 

Brock made legislation one of her top priorities and from your reports, New Jersey club women supported this by joining 
the Legislative Action Center and participating in the 2 Advocacy Days.  This Chairman does not know if the 2020-2022 
GFWC administration will continue the emphasis on legislation, but she is convinced this is an important way to make our 
clubs and Federation known and to make a difference in our community, state and nation.  She hopes you will join her in 
keeping Mary Ellen’s vision for GFWC alive by continuing to respond to alerts from the Legislative Action Center and 
continuing to sign in red.   

 
So, finally, if you haven’t joined the GFWC Legislative Action Center, PLEASE DO IT NOW!   What we do 

matters. 

                
 
SPECIAL STATE PROJECT                     Lynn Webb  
 

Our Special State Project – CASA of NJ will be celebrated at the NJSFWC 2020 Convention in May. This 
Chairman will be gathering up statistics, accomplishments, in kind and monetary donations from club reporting.  The 
CASA quilt will be raffled off at Convention and one lucky winner will be called.  She hopes all the clubs will attend. 
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SPECIAL STATE PROJECT (continued) 
 

May is Foster Care Month and your club may request a proclamation for your mayor to sign in your community.  A 
sample proclamation can be found in this issue of ALMANAC.   CASA of NJ educated us about the foster care system.  
Abused children are taken out of their homes and placed in foster care.    We learned that children were using garbage 
bags so we donated duffel bags.  The children told their Court Appointed Special Advocate that their foster home was 
dark.  At NJSFWC January District Councils, members donated 1,425 nightlights!   We learned the needs for foster 
children and we responded.   

 
Thank you for participating in our State Project for 2018-2020.  This Chairman enjoyed reading about your club’s 

projects this year and she looks forward to announcing the awards in Atlantic City.   
_______            ______  
 

WEBMASTER                       Denise Hosier 
 

Sometimes you might want to print out a page from the website to share the information. The platform we use 
(Wordpress) doesn’t print page layouts. It’s only good for viewing, not printing. If you try to print, the header and top 
navigation bar will overprint the page contents. 

 
To print a page, it depends on what browser you’re using.  
 

 For Microsoft Edge in the print dialogue choose “Clutter Free Printing.” It will print without 
overwriting, but not exactly in the layout you see.  

 In Chrome select the part you want to print with your cursor and right click, then select Print, and 
under “More Settings” select “Selection Only.” This will give you the closest to page layout, except 
that your sidebars will show up above and below the main section. 

 If you’re using an iPad, select all and then click print. Again, it won’t look exactly like the page layout 
on the screen, but at least it won’t overprint the header and menu.  

 
If you still have problems, try copying the text and pasting it into a Word document or other text editor. Then you 

can edit as necessary before printing. 
                
 

WOMEN WHO REACH FOR THE STARS           Linda F. Babeuf 
 

As we come to the end of this Administration, which has been celebrating NJSFWC’s 125th Anniversary, the 
members of the Women Who Reach For The Stars Committee would like to take this opportunity to THANK every 
member that responded to our outreach for funds and contacts. 

 
Hopefully, you are aware of reasons we were holding the Shining Future Endowment Campaign. In case you are 

new to Federation or have been away from NJSFWC for some reason, I will give you the quick review of our goals. 
 
NJSFWC wants to align with local partners that can help inject new life into the Federation, reinvigorate its 

activities and attract new members of all ages to our roster of almost 7,500 members. We will create an endowment fund 
that will secure support for our key initiatives that include:  

 

 expand scholarships  

 work with organizations experienced with the care of those affected by domestic violence and human 
trafficking.  

 increase our support for non-profits dedicated to Education, Conservation, Historic Preservation, the Arts, 
Public Issues and Social Services.  

 establish a long term financial strategy to ensure the upkeep of NJSFWC Headquarters and its staff.                                                                                                   
 
As a 501(c)3 organization, NFSFWC does not engage in any political activities but works tirelessly in support of 

Legislation that is important to the Federation’s Mission. 
 
With those goals in mind, NJSFWC embarked on a Fundraising Campaign in honor of its 125th Anniversary. 
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WOMEN WHO REACH FOR THE STARS (continued) 
 

As always, the members responded enthusiastically. They gave financial support, encouraged and welcomed 
speakers on the history on NJSFWC and offered critical contact information. 

 

WE TRULY THANK EVERYONE FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
BUT it is not too late! 

 

If you have not contributed to the NJSFWC Shining Future Endowment Campaign and would like to support 
NJSFWC, please send your donation to NJSFWC Headquarters with your check made payable to the Shining Future 
Endowment Campaign. 
                
 

PARLIAMENTARY CONSULTANT TO CLUBS            Maureen K. Costello  
 

Continued from March 
 

Further Rules and Explanation (with Forms) 
 

a. Parliamentary Inquiry. A Parliamentary inquiry is a question directed to the presiding officer to obtain information 
on a matter of parliamentary law or the rule of the organization bearing on the business at hand. It is the chair’s 
duty to answer such questions when it may assist a member to make an appropriate motion, raise a proper point 
of order, or understand the parliamentary situation or the effect of a motion. The Chair is not obliged to answer 
hypothetical questions. 
 

In making an inquiry, the inquirer arises, and without obtaining the floor, addresses the chair as follows: “A 
parliamentary inquiry, please.” 
CHAIR: The member will state the inquiry. 
MEMBER: Is it in order at this time to move the previous question? 

  

 The chair’s reply to a parliamentary inquiry is not subject to an appeal, since it is an opinion, not a ruling. A 
member has the right to act contrary to this opinion, however and, if ruled out of order, to appeal such a ruling. If an 
inquiry is made when another member has the floor and an immediate answer is not necessary, the chair can defer a 
reply until the floor has been yielded. 
 

 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. A Request for information (also called a Point of Information) is a request 
directed to the chair, or through the chair to another officer or member, for information relevant to the business at hand but 
not related to parliamentary procedure.  It is treated like a parliamentary inquiry, as follows: 
 

Member: Madame President, I have a request for information or, “A point of information, please.” 
 CHAIR: The member will state her question. 
 MEMBER: Will the convention delegates report at the meeting? 
  

 OR: 
MEMBER: This motion calls for a large expenditure. Will the Treasurer state the present balance? 
 

If information is desired of a member who is speaking, the inquirer, upon rising, may use the following form 
instead: 
 

 MEMBER: Madame President, will the member yield for a question? 
 OR 
 MEMBER: Madame President, I would like to ask the member a question. 
  

If the speaker consents to the interruption, the time consumed will be taken out of his allowed time. The chair 
therefore asks if the speaker is willing to be interrupted, and if she consents, directs the inquirer to proceed. Although the 
presiding officer generally remains silent during the ensuing exchange, the inquiry, the reply, and any resulting colloquy 
are made in the third person through the chair. To protect decorum, members are not allowed to carry on discussion 
directly with one another. 

  

An inquiry of this kind may also be for the purpose of reminding a speaker of a point to be made in argument, or it 
may be intended to rebut his position; but it must always be put in the form of a question. 
                


