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Let’s continue the NJSFWC and GFWC’s proud legacy of advocacy! 

 
FROM:   Carole Speechley, Legislation/Resolutions Chairman 
 
For the past year and a half, this Chairman has asked you to support GFWC’s Grand Initiatives and Brand 
Initiatives in Legislation.  These initiatives were designed to make our US Senators and Representatives aware 
of who the GFWC is and what is important to us.  Those of you who made calls or sent emails on September 
23rd in support of Miranda’s Law, also known as the Miranda Vargas School Bus Driver Red Flag Act, and on 
October 23rd in support of the 3D Printed Gun Safety Act of 2019 were a big part of this initiative – the 
Recognize the Red Campaign.   Thank you for participating! 

But our job’s not done. These bills are still in committee and we need to continue pushing. In the Winter 2020 
Clubwoman Magazine, GFWC International President Mary Ellen Brock asked all members to write or call 
their US Senators and Representatives weekly urging them to pass Miranda’s Law and the 3D Printed Gun 
Safety Act. And, to ask friends and family to do so too. Be sure to mention that you are a member of the 
GFWC. Friends and family should say they are friends of the GFWC. If you write, please sign in red. Please 
keep the pressure on our representatives to get these bills passed. 

For more than a century, GFWC members have worked to pass laws affecting highway safety, juvenile 
justice, women’s suffrage, the rights of the disabled, equal pay for women, and resources for victims of 
domestic violence and penalties for domestic abusers.  This Chairman urges all NJSFWC members to 
continue GFWC’s proud legacy of advocacy – and the easiest and best way to do it is to join the GFWC 
Legislative Action Center (LAC) and to respond to all requests for action that you agree with. Join with your 
Federation sisters in supporting important legislation. As of this writing, the LAC is promoting action on: 

• Miranda’s Law, S 1787 and HR 2793; 
• 3D Printed Gun Safety Act, HR 3265 and S 1831; 
• The Women's History and Nineteenth Amendment Centennial Quarter Dollar Coin Program Act, HR 

1923 and S 2427; 
• Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2019 – passed the House, no action in the Senate, 

S 2843; 
• End Campus Sexual Assault. No bill, but important because victims of sexual assault require 

specialized medical treatment and counseling services. Campus sexual assault survivors suffer high 
rates of PTSD, depression, and drug or alcohol abuse which can hamper both the ability to succeed 
in school and future employment. 

Be a part of the solution – join the LAC and help pass important legislation.  

This Chairman hopes that you are aware of the NJSFWC’s proud legacy of advocacy.  In just the last 
decade we have helped protect the New Jersey Highlands from overdevelopment and again protected 
the Palisades from an attempt by LG to build a tall headquarters, ruining the beautiful skyline of the 
Palisades. You and your club can play a big role in continuing this proud legacy by: 

• Submitting a resolution to the Resolution Committee on a state-wide or national issue that is 
important to your club; 

• Every year at Convention we pass resolutions backing or opposing legislation or requesting 
legislation to correct a problem.  Discuss these at your club meeting and come to Convention ready 
to vote your club’s views; 

• After Convention, hold a letter-writing workshop to write letters to legislators on the resolutions you 
supported. The more letters your legislators receive, the more likely they are to support your view; 

• Review the list of open resolutions for ones that your club supports and ask your members to write or 
call about them. 

With GFWC making legislation a priority, we have been emphasizing it for the last year and a half. Even if 
GFWC changes its emphasis, do not stop making this a priority. What we do matters and helps a lot of 
people. Keep advocating for what you believe in and keep NJSFWC’s proud legacy in advocacy going. 


