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Club Spelling Bee Introduction and Opening Speech - Sample

“Good morning, I am [name, title] of the [Club name]. We are excited to host this year’s Spelling Bee.
We are a non-profit organization of women whose primary focus is to serve our local community. There are [ # ] members in our club and 184 Woman’s Clubs throughout the state of New Jersey. Last year, our club volunteered [# ] hours and donated [ $ ] to our community.
I would like to welcome everyone and congratulate all our contestants participating in today’s Bee. Please remember you are all achievers! It is important for you to feel proud of yourselves and pleased with your accomplishments.
Please give a hand for all our contestants!
To the parents, it is very important that if any questions regarding our procedures or decisions arise, please speak out immediately. We would like to address the questions as they arise, for after the Bee is over, we are unable to make changes or corrections. Also, please refrain from comments (ohh’s and ahh’s) during a contestant’s spelling of a word.” Finally, no flash photography is allowed by audience members during the Bee.
[Introduce judges, pronouncer, and other special guests] [Read the list of rules]
Ask the students if they would like a practice round.  If yes, have them spell their names, schools or towns.

IMPORTANT! Explain the following to contestants:
Tell them to speak loudly and clearly
	Emphasize the importance of SAY – SPELL – SAY (note that students will not be disqualified for not saying the word prior to or after spelling it)
Have the group shake their shoulders and take a deep breath
	Have the parents do the same—it gets everyone to laugh and relax.

Announce that there will be (#) children going to the District-Level Spelling Bee to be held on [date] at [location].  Details will be available today after the event.
Announce how your breaks will be structured and where the bathrooms are.
 “Good luck to all the contestants! Let’s begin!”



