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NJSFWC HEADQUARTERS 50th ANNIVERSARY
May 1964

President Lavenia S. Taylor announced at
Convention that building a permanent
Headquarters for NJSFWC would be the
primary project of her administration.

September 1965

The NJSFWC Fall Conference was held on
Douglass campus. A ground breaking ceremony
was held at the proposed site. President Taylor
lifted the first shovel.

June 1964

Headquarters
Committee
proposed
a
fundraising project “Stamp of Approval” with
the collection of green stamps.

October 1965

July 1964

Rutgers University President Dr. Mason Gross,
an NJSFWC supporter, suggested 2 acres of
land where headquarters now stands.

The construction bid was awarded to Melvin P.
Windsor for $122,286 with completion date of
June 1, 1966. With $60,000 raised, construction
began. General Electric offered to install the
kitchen appliances free of charge.

November 1965

Rutgers University Board of Trustees and
NJSFWC Board of Directors entered into long
term lease to build on this site.

The committee learned that Public Service
Electric and Gas offered to install the gas free of
charge.

January 1966

An architect, James S. Jones, AIA, was
engaged to draw plans, as sufficient funds had
been raised to cover this cost.

The building was enclosed and the slate tile roof,
which was donated by the contractor, was in
place.

April 1966

The General membership along with the EMD
and Junior memberships raised $17,000 to
date through the stamp project. Each member
was asked to contribute 1 filled book or $2.00.

The parking lot was finished and landscaping
grounds was a project of the Conservation and
Garden department, funded by stamps and
donations.

May 1966

On May 1 at 2:00 p.m. the Headquarters
building was formally dedicated with 300 people
in attendance and $134,228 raised. The dream of
the 45,000 clubwomen became a reality.

April 2015

50 years since the original land lease agreement
was signed. A renegotiated land lease was
signed at the end of April 2015 and includes a
lease extension for a minimum of 25 years with
an annual lease of $ 21,216 for the next ten
years.

December 1964

January 1965

February 1965

March 1965

May 1965

July 1965

A rally was held at Voorhees Chapel on
Douglass campus to give clubs information on
the Headquarters project.
More than 500
clubwomen viewed the floor plans and
directions to the site.
At Convention, the members ratified the
actions taken by the Board of Directors to
build Headquarters. The lease was officially
signed for 50 years with a renewal clause, with
an annual rent of $880.
The estimated cost was between $73,000$157,000. The actual cost was nearly $145,000.
At this time more than $53,000 had been
received from the “stamp project”.

st

NJSFWC Headquarters building is in constant use; between Board
meetings, committee meetings, District events and even club
meetings, which any club can hold once a year at Headquarters for
no charge. It truly has proven to be one of Federation’s wisest
investments. We hope you take advantage of this great asset.

